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withdrew the notifications outlawing the Congress organiza-
tions except in the North-West Frontier Province, where the
Red Shirt movement was closely associated with that of the
Congress. The collapse of civil disobedience as a means of
political expression left a vacuum in Congress politics and,
therefore, the Government's announcement in regard to
Assembly elections gave the leaders of the Congress a fresh
opportunity for a return to the constitutional fold. By
abandoning their policy of civil disobedience and by accepting
a council-entry programme, the Congress fulfilled the pro-
phecy of Lord Willingdon, who once observed that "... in
spite of themselves, they (Congress leaders) will find they
are caught up in living forces of constructive politics. . . ."
On April 18, 1934, the Congress Committee adopted a
council-entry programme and a Parliamentary Board was
set up to organize elections to the Legislative Assembly.
Although there is wide divergence of opinion in regard to
the Communal Award, all the groups formed within the
Congress accept the appeal issued by the Working Committee
to the electorate on the White Paper proposals. It says :
" The White Paper in no way expresses the will of the
people of India, has been more or less condemned by almost
all the Indian political parties, and falls far short of the goal
of the Congress, if it does not retard the progress towards it.
The only satisfactory alternative to the White Paper is a
constitution drawn up by a Constituent Assembly elected
on the basis of adult suffrage or as near it as possible with
power, if necessary, to the important minorities to have
their representatives elected exclusively by the electors
belonging to such minorities."
While the Congress has maintained a united front on
the question of rejecting the White Paper proposals, its
return to practical politics and the election campaign have
given rise to sharp division of opinion in regard to the
Communal Award. An influential section of the Congress
urge that this unjust and unjustifiable Award should be
repudiated. The position of the Congress in this regard

